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Message from the Vice-President

Upcoming Events:

The Loss of Caring

Every Sunday 7:00 PM…….…..……………. Liturgy
August 17th 5:30 PM …………Dinner & Movie Night
Oct 8th 7:00 PM …………Dignity USA Board Dinner

Obviously, it was not clear to the jurors in the Zimmerman
trial that there was hatred, malice, or spite in Zimmerman’s
heart as he shot and killed Travon Martin. What does seem
clear is we will never know. What is apparent though is a
much deeper divide in Florida, and in America.
Arriving in Florida seven years ago I came for sun and warm
weather. Since arriving a lot has happened both in Florida and
across America. The recession hit with full force, retirement
savings were stolen, and home values plummeted. In the
process the job market fell, and the At-will employment and
the job market became an increasing cover for employers. In
particular, in At-will employment states like Florida,
employers pressured workers, treated them like cattle, and
claimed/claim it was/is a rationale for their economic survival.
Let’s face it, from those who have, it’s all about money and
power.
In the Zimmerman case the climate is ripe for hatred against
races to be the next pressure point revisited. It is a good
diversion. Our culture in Florida is a place where drivers don’t
care to use turn signals, where bullets are in the place of
conversations, where police cruisers speed, and police officers
are themselves caught doing all kinds of illegal activities - the
likes which have never been seen before. I live in a place in
Fort Lauderdale that is quite nice; however it is a place where
the response to a hello is greeted with a cold stare. Is it any
wonder we turn against each other? Is it any wonder in this
type of culture we don’t trust anyone. Is it any wonder?
Mind you, I am white. I am someone who has never had
problems getting or keeping a job. I have not been racially
discriminated against. I don’t want to be discriminated against
because I am white either. In the past, I automatically trusted
Continued on page 2

DINNER AND MOVIE NIGHT
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17TH 5:30 PM
Our monthly outing will be held on Saturday, August 17th at
5:30 PM. We will meet at Il Mulino’s next to the Gateway
Theater.

Afterwards we will go and see the new movie “The Butler”.
If you wish to come to dinner and/or the movie, please contact
George by Friday night at 954-822-6780 or at the chapter’s
email address Dignityftl@bellsouth.net.

(Vice-President’s message continued from page 1)
authority. Now, though, I feel our world has changed totally
and I feel I am the object of much prejudice. For me, the
saddest reality I feel is that our culture is no longer based on
caring for each other. It seems it is a culture based on fear, on
hatred, and the one who wins is the one with the most money.
Now, Florida/America is a very cold place to be!
What is true is this is a time for conversation in America!
However, those with power have nothing to honestly talk
about. Those who have, want to keep their money and power and unfortunately they probably will. Right now it seems good
people everywhere want to talk and change what has happened
in the Zimmerman case, which as sad as the death of Trevon
Martin is, it is only a reflection of the larger realities we all
face. The reality is we cannot seem to change our culture since
those who have, have pitted us against each other – it is in
their interest to do so. This means, the persons who could help
the most have no interest in doing so.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Some members are planning to have a discussion group on
the number-one best selling book “Zealot: The Life and Times

of Jesus of Nazareth” by Reza Aslan. The book can be
purchased on Amazon.com for $16.20. If you are interested to
know more or wish to join, please see Fr. Andrew.

MEMBERSHIP

So, what do I/we need, or can I/we to do about this? In
integrity, to keep my own moral compass I need to know that
hope does not die, and that prayer, words, and actions of my
own, and of all others, will someday, hopefully soon, be
supported by the majority of us, all races and people, who
want to be there for each other. When we all win, we all win!

While there is a suggested membership dues which supports
DignityUSA, it is voluntary. Do not let the inability to pay
dues deter you for joining Dignity. We need you more than
your money. If you haven’t already done so, please complete
the membership form and mail it to Dignity USA.

CHAPTER FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY

Dignity/ Fort Lauderdale Inc.
Board of Directors

Nick Caputo, a licensed real estate broker and friend of the
chapter, has offered to donate 15% of his commission to the
chapter when any member or friend uses his services to buy or
sell a house or condo. He works through Magna Realty located
at 120 E Oakland Park Blvd, Suite 105 in Fort Lauderdale.
Nick
can
be
reached
at
954-895-6119
or
Nicap2370@yahoo.com.
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DIGNITY USA BOARD DINNER
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH 7 PM
Our chapter will be hosting the DignityUSA board’s
October meeting. The meeting which occurs the first weekend
in October will include a meet-and-greeat dinner, where our
members can meet their national board and ask questions. The
site of the dinner is still undecided but will more than likely be
in Wilton Manors. We will need some volunteers to drive the
board from their hotel on the 17th street causeway to the
restaurant and back. If you would like to volunterr please see
either Andrew or George.

Holy Angels Catholic Community
2917 NE 6th Avenue
Wilton Manors, FL
Liturgies:
Sundays 7:00 PM
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 22884
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33335
Email:
DignityFTL @bellsouth.net
Website:
DignityFortLauderdale.org
National Website:www.DignityUSA.org
Suggested Dues: $50.00
Dignity/Ft Lauderdale Inc is a 501(C)(3) Organization as
defined by the Internal Revenue Service.
“Affirming our wholeness and holiness.”
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